
   This change almost certainly stems from the confusion 

Legal Update 

Simultaneous Meetings 

 Many Ohio community school 
boards of directors serve as the 
governing authority for multiple 
schools.  Often these boards meet 
on the same day and even at the 
same time.  This practice has been 
common since the inception of 
charters in Ohio more than 20 
years ago. 
 

It is well-recognized throughout the 
state that running concurrent 
meetings is an efficient use of 
board member time and charter 
school resources.  Similar reporting 
and updates make simultaneous 
meetings logical and avoid 
unnecessary duplication for all 
stakeholders.   
 

Recently, the Auditor of State 
issued findings for recovery against 
a group of board members who 
were receiving stipends for 
meetings held simultaneously for 
multiple schools.  Notably, these 
particular boards were not keeping 
clear separation of the differing 
schools.  For example, only one set 
of minutes was being kept for 
multiple schools.  Nonetheless,  
 
  

 

such audit findings are potentially 
cause for concern for any Ohio 
charter school board which is 
holding contemporaneous meetings 
and receiving stipends from each 
school.  
 
Responses to inquiries with the AOS 
about the breadth of this new 
interpretation have indicated that 
board members could be 
responsible for repaying stipends 
they receive for meetings held at the 
same time.   
 
Thus, while this office opines that 
this interpretation is inaccurate and 
the law clearly allows, and has 
always allowed, concurrent 
meetings and stipends for such, 
boards should consider holding 
meetings with different start times, 
separate agendas and meeting 
materials  (and minutes, which this 
office has always advised).  This 
office will work with any client school 
to make such changes if your board 
desires. 
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2018-2019 Local 
Report Cards  

 

Last school year’s local 
reports cards were 

released last month. (View 
the state report card here.) 

 
56.3% of schools 
increased their 

Performance Index scores. 
 

The 4-year graduation rate 
reached a new high of 

85.3% for the 2018 class. 
 

70% of school buildings 
received a “C” or higher. 

 
666 school buildings 
improved their overall 

grade from last year, with 
86 of these schools 

improving by at least two 
letter grades. 

 
106 districts improved their 

overall grades.  Among 
these, 12 districts that 

earned an “F” last year, 
improved to a “D” (85 %). 

   
See your and other 

schools’ reports cards at  
reportcard.education.ohio.gov 

 

While grades showed 
improvement across the 

state generally, discussion 
is occurring amongst 
legislators about an 

overhaul of the LRC due to 
concerns about the 

complexity of the report 
cards and grade 

calculation methods. 
 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwOTEyLjEwMDk0NjUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE5MDkxMi4xMDA5NDY1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2Nzg3NDM0JmVtYWlsaWQ9YW15QGFteWdvb2Rzb25sYXcuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1hbXlAYW15Z29vZHNvbmxhdy5jb20mdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&101&&&https://reportcardstorage.education.ohio.gov/search/State_Report_Card.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwOTEyLjEwMDk0NjUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE5MDkxMi4xMDA5NDY1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2Nzg3NDM0JmVtYWlsaWQ9YW15QGFteWdvb2Rzb25sYXcuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1hbXlAYW15Z29vZHNvbmxhdy5jb20mdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&100&&&https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Freportcard.education.ohio.gov%2F&data=02%7C01%7CToby.Lichtle%40education.ohio.gov%7Cc690806ae3df48e1244908d4fae24a9e%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C636409297199241933&sdata=bgB8MXdQHOeIP6j8LVDPRXx9i7Cd6d3x5YGHomYP82w%3D&reserved=0
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3. Readiness  
Students will demonstrate 
readiness for their post-high 
school paths by earning two 
seals that allow them to 
show important foundational 
and well-rounded academic 
and technical knowledge, 
professional skills, social 
and emotional competency, 
and leadership & reasoning 
skills. 
 

Dropout prevention and 
recovery schools’ students 
are assigned to a cohort 
based upon the date the 
student first entered 9th 
grade. The relevant 
graduation requirements will 
depend upon the graduation 
date of the cohort. 

Recent Ohio law 
introduced new, permanent 
graduation requirements 
that are available for the 
classes of 2021 and 
beyond.  
 

Students in the classes of 
2021 and 2022 have the 
option to meet the new 
requirements or the 
requirements of the original 
three pathways.   
 

Students in the classes of 
2023 and beyond must 
meet the new requirements 
briefly discussed here and 
more fully outlined in 
ODE’s guidance document 
found here. 

Title of One of the Topics  
Ohio’s new graduation 
requirements consist of 
three key components: 
 

1. Course Completion 
Students satisfy Ohio’s 
curriculum requirements 
and any additional local 
requirements. Students 
complete the state minimum 
20 units, with specific units 
required in each content 
area. 
 

2.Competency  
Students demonstrate 
competency in foundational 
areas of English language 
arts and math or through 
alternative methods, which 
include College Credit Plus, 
career-focused activities or 
military enlistment. 

Q & A 
 

 
Q: I recall that around this time 
last year, our board passed a 
resolution about exceeding 
testing limitations.  Is that 
something we need to repeat? 
 
A:  Beginning in the 2017-2018 
school year schools must ensure 
that students are not spending more 
than 2% of the school year taking 
school-wide or state assessments 
nor more than 1% of the year 
preparing (taking practice or 
diagnostic tests).  

 

 

 
The law allows boards to hold a public 
hearing to consider exceeding these 
limitations after which a board can 
resolve to, in fact, exceed the time 
percentages.   
 
The requirement to hold the meeting 
and pass a resolution seems to be an 
annual one for each school year your 
school intends to or believes testing 
and test-preparation will go beyond the 
statutory limits.  As such, your board 
should consider holding the hearing at 

one of your fall meetings.   

 
 

New Graduation Requirements 
 

  

 
 
 

 
2019-2020 

 Ohio  
Charter School 

Statistics 
 

 
 
104,439 students are 
enrolled in Ohio charters 
this school year. 
 
315 charter schools exist 
in Ohio currently. (This is 
a decrease of 2% from 
last school year.)  
 
15 charter schools 
closed at the end of the 
2018-2019 school year.  
 
10 new charters opened 
for the 2019-2020 school 
year. 
 
According to data from 
ODE, these statistics 
reflect a 14% decrease 
since the 2013-2014 
school year, when 
enrollment was at a 
peak of approximately 
121,000 students in 395 
charter schools. 
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This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-2021-and-beyond_Guidance-Document.pdf
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