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OUR  MISSION 

The mission of the Education 
Division of Buckeye 
Community Hope Foundation 
is to establish strong public 
community schools by 
adhering to quality 
authorizing practices, ensuring 
responsible oversight, and 
setting high standards for 
school performance. 

OUR  VISION 

The Education Division’s vision 
is strong communities of 
healthy, well-educated 
students, and a future in which 
all students have access to a 
high quality public education. 
Ohio thrives as increasing 
numbers of schools graduate 
students equipped to assume 
a positive role in society.

Poll: Parents support A-F letter grades for schools
According to a poll commissioned by Ohio Excels, 38 percent of 
parents rank A-F grades as the best way to characterize school 
performance.  Numerical scale, descriptions and a 1-5 scale were 
preferred by 30, 24 and 8 percent, respectively.  

The poll, conducted by Columbus-based Saperstein Associates, reveals 
that 91 percent of parents believe letter grades are easy to understand, 
and 87 percent view them as a good way to characterize overall school 
and district performance.

Ohio Excels is a nonpartisan coalition of business leaders committed 
to improving education for every Ohio student.

State Board to consider revised teacher 
evaluation framework
At its February meeting, the State Board of Education’s Teaching, 
Leading & Learning Committee unanimously passed an update, 
dubbed “OTES 2.0,” to the Ohio Teacher Evaluation System (OTES), 
positioning the plan for consideration by the full board in March.

Under current law, the State 
Board must adopt a revised 
framework for evaluating 
educators by May 1.  A previous 
requirement that student 
academic growth account for half of a teacher’s evaluation has been 
eliminated, and use of student learning objectives and shared 
attribution are no longer a part of the system.

The Ohio Education Association and the Ohio Federation of Teachers 
support the proposed revised evaluation system.
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INDUSTRY  SECTOR  
PARTNERSHIP  
GRANT  LAUNCHES

Industry sector partnerships 
help promote collaboration 
between local businesses, 
education and training 
providers and community 
stakeholders.  The Industry 
Sector Partnership Grant 
strives to ensure Ohioans are 
part of the workforce pipeline, 
meeting the needs of job 
creators and the local 
economy. 

Grant funding helps support 
the operations of industry 
sector partnerships, including 
program coordinators, new 
tools and programs, and other 
expenses associated with 
launching partnerships.  
Through the program, the 
state will invest $5 million in 
industry sector partnerships 
over the two-year state 
budget period.   

Learn more online at: 
https://workforce.ohio.gov/
wps/portal/gov/workforce/
initiatives/initiatives/isp/grant/
grant 

Flipped Learning transforms classroom, career
After eight years as a traditional classroom teacher of middle school 
social studies and English language arts, Dan Jones was frustrated, 
jaded and burned out.  He went to The Richland School of Academic 
Arts’ superintendent, Sandra Sutherland, ready to quit his job.

But Sutherland didn’t accept Jones’ resignation.  Instead, she 
encouraged him to find a way to reignite his passion for teaching over 
the summer break.  He accepted the challenge, discovered the 
concept of Flipped Learning, and was hooked.

Jones, who is a part of 
the Flipped Learning 
Global Initiative’s 
(FLGI) International 
Faculty team – a 
worldwide coalition of 
educators, researchers, 
technologists, 
professional 
development providers 
and education leaders in 
more than 49 countries 
who are committed to 
effectively reaching every student every day through Flipped Learning 
– is the first K-12 educator in the world to be certified to provide 
professional development to educators through FLGI’s new master 
class program.  

So, what is Flipped Learning?  It’s defined by FLGI as a framework 
that enables educators to reach every student.  The Flipped approach 
inverts the traditional classroom model by introducing course 
concepts before class, allowing educators to use class time to guide 
each student through active, practical, innovative applications of the 
course principles.  

“No one enters the teaching profession to lecture,” Jones said.  “We 
become teachers because we want to help kids learn.  Flipped 
Learning has transformed my classroom, and students have embraced 
it.”

According to Jones, the beauty of Flipped Learning is that it allows 
teachers to dedicate more time to working one-on-one with students 
in the classroom, and to create a more active and engaging learning 
environment.

“As is the case with any new concept, there was a learning curve for 
students,” Jones says.  “But once they figure it out, they think ‘this is 
awesome!’”

Continued on pg. 3
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NOMINATIONS  
OPEN  FOR  OHIO  
TEACHER  OF  THE  
YEAR

The Ohio Teacher of the Year 
program annually identifies 
exceptional teachers and 
celebrates their effective, 
inspiring work both inside and 
outside of the classroom.  It also 
offers educators opportunities 
for professional growth and 
gives teachers a voice as leaders 
and advocates for public 
education.  

School administrators, 
colleagues, community 
members, parents and students 
can nominate candidates.  The 
nomination period for the 2021 
Ohio Teacher of the Year is Feb. 
14 through April 3.   

Access the program overview, 
nominee requirements and 
timeline online at: http://
education.ohio.gov/Topics/
District-and-School-Continuous-
Improvement/Awards-and-
Recognition/Ohio-Teacher-of-
the-Year-OTOY 

Flipped — continued

Jones’ enthusiasm for Flipped Learning is impossible to ignore, so it 
comes as little surprise that he came to the attention of Jon 
Bergmann, one of the pioneers of the Flipped Classroom Movement 
and co-author of the bestselling book, Flip Your Classroom.  He is the 
chief academic officer of FLGI, which launched its faculty program 
with a global outreach.  Over 1,500 flipped educators applied.  Their 
rigorous program narrowed that field to a finalized 45 members of 
which Jones was a part.

Jones has since been 
recognized as one of the 
top 100 Flipped Learning 
educators, and is involved 
in developing Flipped 
Learning teaching 
standards.  His students are aware of the broad initiative and feel 
empowered to have a global impact on the teaching profession 
through their experiences.

“Flipped Learning isn’t static,” Jones explained.  “It’s constantly 
evolving.  But one thing remains constant, and that’s the very reason 
it exists: it’s best for kids.”

“I’m proud to have developed a distance learning program that led 
my students to be the first in the U.S. to Skype with the U.S. 
Capitol, The National Archives and The White House Historical 
Association,” he said.  “The more I learned about Flipped Learning, 
the more it impacted my students’ success in the classroom.”

With Sutherland’s blessing, Jones has trained other middle school 
teachers at The Richland School of Academic Arts in Flipped 
Learning.

“I was never trained in Flipped Learning,” Sutherland said.  “But I 
was open to trying it -- to seeing if it would engage students and 
help them learn more.  Dan has given his students a real gift through 
Flipped Learning.”

“The parent of one of Dan’s students came to the school one day 
eager to talk to his son’s teacher,” she continued.  “The conversation 
started with the statement, ‘You didn’t prepare my son for high 
school ...”  It ended with an unexpected, “You prepared him for 
college.  I can’t thank you enough.”

Flipped Learning hasn’t just transformed Jones’ classroom; it’s 
changed his career outlook.  When asked how he feels about the 
teaching profession now, he answered, “I can’t imagine doing 
anything else.”
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Champ shares compelling message with students
Students involved in the Career Technical Program at the Focus 
Learning Academies and Focus North High School recently had the 
opportunity to meet World Heavyweight Boxing Champion James 
“Buster” Douglas, who 30 years ago overcame 42 to 1 odds to beat 
“Iron” Mike Tyson in perhaps the greatest upset in boxing history.

Earlier this year, ESPN aired a documentary on the famous fight 
which served as the inspiration for the James “Buster” Douglas World 
Championship 30th Anniversary – a fundraiser for the Brightway 
Center marking its official expansion into Central Ohio.  

Led by Chief Executive Officer Dayle Griffin – older brother of two-
time Heisman Award recipient Archie Griffin – Brightway will 
provide programs on diversity, workforce development and 
overcoming adversity.  The initiative includes forums, utilizing the 42 
to 1 message, to help transform the lives of troubled youth.

Students of the three 
dropout prevention and 
recovery schools were 
encouraged to dream 
big, and to remember: 
Hard work + ability + 
opportunity = luck.  
Douglas offered a one-
word response when 
asked about the key to 
achieving personal 
goals: “believe.”

Griffin stressed the importance of establishing and maintaining a 
positive personal brand, reminding students that “Bad company 
corrupts good character,” and that how they behave and who they 
associate with now can have life-long consequences.

Columbus CBS affiliate Channel 10 TV documented Douglas’ 
engagement with Focus students, which included a tour of the 
school’s workout room, screen printing shop and music recording 
studio.  The news segment was aired as part of the broader story of 
Douglas’ partnership with the Brightway Center and its efforts to 
raise funds to provide workforce development, character building, 
diversity and leadership programs for 800 youth in Franklin County 
for a full year. 

Buster’s team donated a table at the 30th anniversary event to the 
Focus schools, inviting a small group of students to the dinner and 
program featuring highlights of Buster’s historic fight, and award-
winning ESPN producers Ben Houser and Jeremy Schaap who shared 
stories from the making of their acclaimed documentary, 42 to 1.

#ABConduct  TIP  
SHEETS  AVAILABLE

Educators have a visible place 
in their communities.  The 
choices they make can affect 
their families, jobs, schools and 
profession.  The Ohio 
Department of Education, 
Ohio Education Association 
and Ohio Federation of 
Teachers offer a series of tip 
sheets supported by the 
Buckeye Association of School 
Administrators on how to 
recognize situations that can 
get educators in trouble. 

The series features:  
✦ Social media 
✦ Extracurricular leader 
✦ Dollars and sense 
✦ Drugs and alcohol 
✦ Top ten professional conduct 

concerns 
✦ Testing and academic 

integrity 
✦ Rapback and applications 
✦ Classroom management and 

etiquette 
✦ Broken contracts 
✦ Educational leaders 

Access the tipsheets online at: 
http://education.ohio.gov/
Topics/Teaching/Educator-
Conduct/ABConduct 
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Arts program motivates students in core subjects
Dohn Community High School’s Creative and Performing Arts 
Program offers unique opportunities for students to express 
themselves through poetry, dance, acting, visual arts, creative writing, 
music and vocals.  

Some of the dropout prevention and recovery school’s approximately 
1,000 students have had limited exposure to the arts, with nearly 100 
percent from economically disadvantaged families.  These unique 
opportunities help students deal with their personal challenges and 
express their dreams for the future -– a positive, creative outlet.

“Students can participate in 
these classes each afternoon,” 
said Dohn Creative and 
Performing Arts Program 
(DCAP) Director Moe Cooper.  
“But only if they’re performing 
well academically.  In some 
cases, it’s a passion for the arts 
that motivates students to 
focus on core subjects.”

Students previously enrolled in 
Cooper’s Leadership through 
Acting class developed and 
performed skits for the school’s 
Black History Month program.  Student musicians will perform at 
the school’s Spring fashion show.  And one special student – Avione 
Devond  – played her guitar as the opening act for one of her 
teachers who recently performed at a small venue in Kentucky.

Bullied at her previous schools, Avione was homeschooled before 
discovering Dohn, where her mother – Willetta Bent – is enrolled in 
Dohn’s program for adults (22-plus years of age) seeking their high 
school diploma.  

“It’s such a welcoming place,” Bent said.  “The staff is amazing – from 
the security guard and the lady working in the lunch room, to the 
receptionist and enrollment officers.  I’m a student, a volunteer … 
and I’m excited that Avione and I may graduate together next year.”

Dohn has proven to be a great fit for Avione, who is particularly 
interested in the arts.  She enjoys the school’s music, poetry and 
acting classes, and is an “A” student in core courses.

“My grades are better now,” Avione said.  “I feel safe there … and I 
don’t feel like I’m being judged.  “The teachers are very patient and 
eager to help students.  We get more personal attention.”

Continued on pg. 6

OCSWA  SPONSORS  
ANNUAL  POSTER  
CONTEST

The Ohio Committee for Severe 
Weather Awareness (OCSWA) is 
sponsoring its yearly poster 
contest for students in grades 
one through six, offering 
teachers a way to incorporate 
weather and art into classroom 
curriculum.   

The contest is designed to 
combine a student’s originality 
and artistic talent with his or her 
ability to share the important 
message of how people can 
protect themselves and others 
from the dangers and hazards 
that accompany severe weather 
in Ohio.   

April 15 is the deadline for 
schools to submit first-place 
posters to its regional National 
Weather Service office.  Access 
resources and information on 
the contest online at:  
https://
www.weathersafety.ohio.gov/
SevereWeatherPosterContest.as
px
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Arts program — continued

Cooper is proud of Avione and other students participating in the 
school’s arts programs. 

“Our students juggle competing priorities – and have to remain 
focused on core academic subjects,” Cooper said.  “But they also 
need opportunities to pursue their passions, and to develop and 
showcase their skills.”

You can check out a short clip on youtube at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwvOPr1-Fvo&feature=youtu.be

A classroom make over … and The Kelly Clarkson 
Show, too!
The Academy for Urban 
Scholars (TAUS) Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Kristen Muenster is 
relentless in her support of 
students.  Her passion for 
education extends beyond 
the workday or week.  So, 
it’s no surprise that she’s 
always looking for 
opportunities for the school 
and its students – including 
following “Super Hero 
Teacher” and education 
blogger Brittany Wheaton.

A self-described curriculum designer, reading and writing enthusiast, 
and classroom flipper, Wheaton invites educators to apply for her 
classroom make overs, and seeks support from celebrities willing to 
fund the projects.  At every opportunity, Muenster entered the 
classroom make over contest, with no luck … that is, until, last 
month.

“Brittany did a make over in Philadelphia that peaked the interest of 
Kelly Clarkson and her team,” Muenster said.  “They reached out to 
Brittany in January and asked if she had a school in mind for her next 
project.  She did: TAUS!”

Wheaton contacted Muenster the first week in January, and about a 
month later confirmed that the project to make over the TAUS 
resource room was a go.  Muenster, who is also an intervention 
specialist, chose a classroom used to provide pull out services, serving 
small groups of students for 90- and 120-minute sessions dedicated to 
reading and math instruction each week.

Continued on pg. 7

SENATE  PASSES  
SCHOOL  BUS  
SAFETY  BILL

Last month, the Ohio Senate 
passed legislation (S.B. 134) to 
increase fines for improperly 
passing a school bus and to 
establish increasing tiered 
penalties for additional 
violations committed within a 
10-year period.   

The legislation would also 
create three new offenses 
resulting from improperly or 
recklessly passing a school 
bus: aggregated vehicular 
homicide (a second-degree 
felony), vehicular assault (a 
third-degree felony) and 
vehicular harm (a fifth-degree 
felony).   

The bill also designates August 
as “School Bus Safety 
Awareness Month” 

It now moves to the House of 
Representatives for its 
consideration. 

Brittany Wheaton (left) and TAUS’ Kristen 
Muenster (right) strike a pose with Kelly 
Clarkson
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Classroom makeover, Kelly Clarkson— continued

“I was so surprised to get the call,” Muenster said.  “My heart was 
racing … I called (the wife of AUS founder John Gregory) Mrs. 
Gregory right away.  I couldn’t wait to share the news!”

But then there was an even greater surprise: Muenster and Wheaton 
were invited to appear on The Kelly Clarkson Show to talk about 
AUS and the classroom make over.

“I’m a big fan of Kelly,” Muenster said.  “So many of her songs are 
empowering to young women – they certainly were to me … I was in 
college when she first came on the scene.  I was so thrilled to meet 
her!”

Clarkson interviewed 
Muenster and Wheaton 
before the biggest surprise: 
the classroom make over 
reveal.

Columbus ABC 6 reporter 
Cameron Fontana was live at 
the school to unveil the 
beautiful new classroom 
complete with desks with laptops, high-top tables, comfy chairs, a 
green velvet couch, and beautiful and inspirational art – including a 
quote from Nelson Mandela: It always seems impossible until it’s done.  
The room is absolutely stunning.

Muenster wasn’t the only one who was moved to tears.  Amy Poehler, 
a guest on Clarkson’s show that day, was also misty-eyed. 

“On January 3, the AUS management team met before kicking off the 
second half of the school year,” Muenster said.  “One of my stated 
goals was to increase recognition for the school.  That night, I 
received the first call from Brittany.  It was the greatest feeling to 
know that this opportunity was well deserved … our students are 
absolutely amazing.”

Muenster has seen increased productivity in the room, and a sense of 
calmness and pride among students.

Social-emotional learning grants available
Education First, partnering with the NoVo Foundation, is seeking 
applications for educator-led and district-level projects that foster 
social and emotional learning skills in pre-kindergarten through 12th 
grade.  The deadline for applications is April 10.  The request for 
proposals, application and details about an informational webinar are 
available online at:  https://education-first.com/sel-in-action-awards/?
mc_cid=fc6a83f9cd&mc_eid=4ebeea9494

STAKEHOLDERS  
SUPPORT  FRONT  
PLATE  
REQUIREMENT

The Ohio Association of School 
Business Officials, Ohio School 
Boards Association, Buckeye 
Association of School 
Administrators and Ohio 
Association for Pupil 
Transportation all supporting 
legislation (S.B. 179) to restore a 
requirement that motor vehicles 
display front license plates.  

Repealed through the most 
recent transportation budget 
(H.B. 62) slated to take effect 
July 1, the requirement, the 
groups say, are essential for bus 
drivers to identify drivers who 
illegally pass stopped school 
buses. 

"When it comes to the issue of 
the effectiveness and the impact 
of the dual license plates, I don't 
believe there's been any issue in 
my 25 years (of legislating) 
where the evidence is as clear 
and convincing and one sided 
as it falls on the side of dual 
plates," co-sponsor of the bill 
Sen. Hottinger (R-Newark), 
testified before the Senate 
Transportation, Commerce & 
Workforce Committee.  "It is 
overwhelmingly clear the front 
license plate plays a critical role 
in our criminal justice system.” 
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CDC  POSTS  
UPDATED  COVID-19  
GUIDANCE  FOR  
SCHOOLS

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
has posted interim guidance 
for child care programs and 
K-12 schools based on what is 
currently known abut the 
transmission and severity of 
coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19).   

Currently, the risk of COVID-19 
for the general public is low in 
the U.S.   

The CDC will update its 
guidance as needed and as 
additional information 
becomes available.    

Access the guidance and 
resources online at: 
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/
portal/gov/odh/know-our-
programs/Novel-Coronavirus/
2019-nCoV 

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE – an all-new ONLINE 
course 
March 15 to April 15, 2020 
BCHF is excited to offer this new online professional series on 
a popular topic!  Participants will explore the principles and 
rationale behind restorative justice, discuss how restorative 
practices fit within an overall framework of Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS), and plan for integration 
into the classroom or school.  This course is appropriate for 
school leaders looking to develop an overall framework, or for 
educators who wish to implement restorative concepts or 
practices for a specific group of students. 
Registration ends March 8 at 5 p.m.  Register online at:
https://restorativejusticeonline.eventarc.net/e/43137

SPRING EARLY LITERACY NETWORK 
March 10, 2020, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Columbus (lunch provided)
Confused about RIMPS, RAPS, and RIPS?  BCHF’s Spring 
Early Literacy Network will shed some light on these 
important aspects of Ohio’s strategic plans for early literacy!  
Plan to join us to discuss and share in discussion about these 
topics:
✦ Literacy Components – what they look like in our current 

classrooms, and how can we maximize instruction time by 
overlapping their use

✦ Preparing for your lesson – ways to work smarter, not harder 
(sharing best practices)

✦ Writing – it’s never too early to train students what effective 
writing looks like (looking at what our standards say the 
students should/will be able to do, and how to make that 
happen)

✦ Ohio’s strategic plan for literacy and learning, “Each Child 
Our Future”

Registration ends March 3 at 5 p.m.  Register online at:
https://springearlyliteracynetwork.eventarc.net/e/43135

SPRING SPECIAL EDUCATION UPDATE 
March 11, 2020, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Columbus (lunch provided)
Want to know more about the DYSLEXIA and 
DISPROPORTIONALITY?  BCHF’s Spring Special 
Education Network will focus on these two hot topics in 
special education.  We will also discuss the pending special 
education profiles to be released in spring by the Ohio 
Department of Education.  BCHF’s network meetings are

Continued on pg. 9
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COMPLIANCE  
UPDATE

Food service licenses 
Food service licenses expire 
statewide on March 1, 2020.  
Updated licenses for schools 
and vendors/caterers should be 
uploaded to SharePoint and 
posted in your buildings. 

Board training reminder 
If your governing authority has 
yet to complete board training 
for the 2019-2020 school year, it 
is imperative that it is completed 
soon.  Board training is a 
contractual obligation.  Students 
are better served when boards 
stay current in the knowledge of 
policies, fiscal responsibilities 
and school culture.  BCHF offers 
online training modules that 
satisfy this requirement.  Please 
contact your sponsor 
representative for more 
information. 

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS — continued 

SPECIAL EDUCATION UPDATE — continued 
an opportunity for special education leaders and practitioners 
to share in discussions of hot topics, ODE updates, and best 
practices in special education.  Plan on joining us! 
Registration end March 4 at 5 p.m.  Register online at:
https://springspecialeducationupdate.eventarc.net/e/43136

NEW LEADERS NETWORK MEETING 
April 15, 2020, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Columbus (lunch provided) 
BCHF’s next New School Leaders Meeting is at the end of 
April, when leaders will most need to look at the year’s 
progress, events and important end-of-year activities.  If you 
are a new leader or just a leader in need of collegial support and 
refreshers, please join us!  We had great discussion at out last 
meeting!  You need not attend the entire series in order to 
participate.  
Registration ends April 8 at 5 p.m.  Register online at:
https://NewSchoolLeaders4.eventarc.net/e/43138

SPRING DROPOUT RECOVERY ROUNDTABLE 
April 28, 2020, 4 to 6 p.m., Columbus (dinner provided)
Where are dropout recovery programs headed in Ohio?  What 
is the status of the work group and standards discussion?  How 
can we tackle the barriers to graduation together?  These and 
other issues will be discussed at our Spring Dropout Recovery 
Roundtable.  
Registration ends April 21 at 5 p.m.  Register online at:
https://SpringDropoutRecovery.eventarc.net/e/43139

PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
Dyslexia: A hot topic for schools and special educators
By Jerry Nadeau, M. Ed., School Improvement Representative

Educators have known about dyslexia for many 
years.  It is a reading disability affecting a significant 
population of students.  While some educators view 
dyslexia as a problem of a few letter or sound 
reversals, they are incorrect.  Dyslexia is a more 
widespread neurological processing problem 
affecting areas of the brain involved in learning to 
read.  Students with dyslexia struggle to decode 
sounds, symbols, syllables and words.  This painful, 
laborious struggle to read is the primary symptom 
of dyslexia.

What legislation is pending and why? 
Through the advocacy of parents and the 
International Dyslexia Association, dyslexia is 
receiving new attention and legislators are being 
encouraged to address the problem.  The Ohio 
Legislature is currently deliberating several bills 
regarding dyslexia and schools.

S.B. 102 would enact a new section of O.R.C. 
3323.35, establishing the Dyslexia Screening Program 
for school districts and public schools.  The 
screening program would require schools to 
conduct early screenings and provide interventions 
for children with risk factors for dyslexia, including 
low phonemic awareness.  Through early childhood 
reading instruction and programs, schools would be 
mandated to screen children six and under for 
indicators of dyslexia, provide appropriate reading 
intervention services for children suspected of 
having dyslexia, and administer assessments 
approved by the state superintendent to determine 
if interventions are serving to improve reading and 
learning.  Schools must annually report data about 
operations and results of the program to the state 
superintendent.  If a child is suspected of having 
dyslexia, the school must notify the parent/guardian 
of that fact and that the child is eligible for reading 
intervention services to measure the effectiveness 
of early reading assistance programs.  The school 
must also obtain parent/guardian permission in 
writing for participation in the early intervention 
programs.

H.B.122 would establish state scholarships to 
include the Autism Scholarship, Jon Peterson 
Special Needs Scholarship and the Opportunity 
Scholarship, which replaces the Educational Choice 
Scholarship and ends the pilot status.

H.B 166 would create a fiscal year 2020-2021 
operating budget for dyslexia programs.

S. B. 200 would require schools to provide staff 
with professional development beginning in the 
2020-2021 school year.  Required coursework about 
dyslexia would be applicable to all new K-12 
teachers.  In addition, practicing K-12 teachers 
would be required to complete initial, as well as 
periodic, training.  Standards would also be set on a 
phase-in basis for provisional teachers certified in 
structured literacy processes beginning with one 
trained teacher for 200 students in the 2021-2022 
school year.

H. B. 436 would require screening and 
intervention for children with dyslexia.  Schools 
would be required to establish multidisciplinary  
teams to support the identification, intervention 
and remediation of dyslexia with specific provisions 
for when screenings are administered and the 
provision of Tier 1 and Tier 2 supports.

Facts about Dyslexia 
Much of the impetus for legislative change is in 
response to new research that points to the fact 
that children as young as infancy can be identified 
as at-risk for dyslexia.  Children who receive 
scientifically based interventions very early in their 
school careers show the most positive reading 
outcomes.

To highlight these findings, the International 
Dyslexia Association of Central Ohio recently 
hosted the Inaugural Ohio Summit on Dyslexia.  
Dr. Nadine Gabb, Associate Professor at Boston 
Children’s Hospital/Harvard Medical School, was 
the keynote speaker.  Dr. Gabb outlined key facts 
regarding dyslexia: 

Continued on pg. 11
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Dyslexia — continued
✦ Developmental dyslexia affects 10-12% of all 

children.
✦ Developmental dyslexia is a specific learning 

disability with a neurobiological origin 
characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or 
fluent word recognition, poor spelling and 
decoding abilities.

✦ Neurobiological differences apparent on fMRI 
studies of infants and toddlers are positive 
correlated with later development of reading 
problems.

✦ Factors that contribute to atypical reading 
development include genetics, brain structure, 
perception and cognition, and environment.

✦ Dyslexia cannot be explained by poor vision or 
hearing, lack of motivation or educational 
opportunities

✦ There have been no significant changes in the 
Nation’s Report Card regarding reading 
achievement in the last 25 years.

✦ Reading disabilities are generally diagnosed after 
the most effective intervention window, pre-K 
through the completion of first grade and the start 
of second.

✦ Related to this later intervention, 70 percent of 
below-average readers in the first grade remain 
below average readers in the eighth grade.

What can schools do? 
Schools need to be aware that reading problems are 
best treated when identified early.  A first step in 
addressing dyslexia is to provide appropriate 
diagnostic reading assessments at the first sign of a 
student struggling with reading.  Some key 
assessment predictors of reading problems include 
assessments of the following:
✦ Phonological awareness
✦ Pseudoword repetition
✦ Rapid automatized naming
✦ Expressive/receptive vocabulary
✦ Letter (sound) knowledge
✦ Oral listening comprehension

Schools also need to ensure that their school literacy 
framework provides for high-quality core reading 
instruction for all students, especially early readers.  
Key curricular resources should be examined 
carefully for research support.  Schools should also 
have intervention programs that address common 
areas of reading struggling, i.e. phonemic awareness, 
phonics and word study.  Finally, schools should have 

responsive systems of child find so that students 
with specific learning disabilities involving dyslexia 
are identified as early as possible for special 
education services.  IEP development for students 
with dyslexia should include a trained reading 
specialist or intervention specialist trained in 
effective intervention strategies for students with 
dyslexia.

We expect to hear more about dyslexia in the 
coming weeks and months as Ohio contemplates 
new legislation and training requirements.  The 
following article outlines how BCHF will help 
schools become more knowledgable about dyslexia.

References & resources 
The Ohio Legislature, 2020.  Retrieved from:
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/search?
pageSize=10&start=1&keywords=dyslexia&generalAs
semblies=133
International Dyslexia Association:
https://dyslexiaida.org
International Dyslexia Association of Central Ohio:
https://coh.dyslexiaida.org
Understood:
https://www.understood.org/en
Nadine Gabb, Ph. D., Associate Professor at Boston 
Children’s Hospital/Harvard Medical School 
Gabb Lab: https://www.gaablab.com/nadine-gaab
ODE: http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-
Education/Special-Education-Data-and-Funding/
Equity-in-Special-Education-Disproportionali

BCHF Spring Special Education Update 
session to cover dyslexia, disproportionality

Buckeye Community Hope Foundation’s (BCHF) 
Education Division will host a Special Education 
Update session on March 11, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  It will 
focus on two very timely topics: dyslexia and 
struggling readers and Ohio’s new disproportion-
ality equity measures in special education.

Dyslexia
To further understanding of dyslexia, BCHF is 
pleased to have two presenters join the update 
session: Mike McGovern, president of the 
International Dyslexia Association of Central Ohio, 
and Steve Griffin, literacy director for Marysville 
Schools.  These two experts will present on current 
legislation and research for schools to assist students 
with dyslexia and all struggling readers.

Continued on pg. 12
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Steve Griffin, M.A., CCC/SLP, has worked in public 
education for 21 years and is currently the literacy 
director for Marysville Schools, located on the 
northwest side of Columbus.  Griffin has presented 
nationwide and in Canada on the topics of early 
literacy intervention and teaches in the Department 
of Speech and Hearing Science at The Ohio State 
University (OSU).  He is the co-author of 
ReadingResource.net -- a website dedicated to 
literacy -- and has dedicated his career to helping 
struggling readers and creating school environments 
that promote best practices in literacy and language.  
Griffin is the recipient of the 2009 Ruth Beckey 
Irwin Best Clinical Practices Award, awarded by the 
OSU Dept. of Speech and Hearing Science, and the 
2012 Ohio School Speech Pathologists and 
Educational Audiologist Coalition's Nancy Lee 
McKinley Leadership Mentoring Award.

Equity in Special Education: Disproportionality 
In 2016, the Office of Special Education Program 
(OSEP) amended the Individual with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) with regards to significant 
disproportionality.  Disproportionality occurs when 
students from one racial or ethnic group are more 
likely to receive any of the following: special 
education identification, placement in a more 
restrictive setting and/or out-of-class discipline 
compared to all students.  Recent data released by 

the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) regarding 
disproportionality suggests that when compared to 
their peers of other races, Black students in Ohio 
are: 
✦ More than two times likely to be identified with 

intellectual disabilities, placed in more restrictive 
settings or removed for discipline

✦ More than three times as likely to be identified as 
having an emotional disturbance

✦ More than three times as likely to be expelled from 
school

Special education profiles 
Due to the addition of the disproportionality data, 
the release of the special education profiles has been 
delayed.  ODE recently announced a two-phase 
process for the release of the profiles.  Phase one has 
a target release date of late March and will contain all 
indicators that may have required actions and 
detailed action steps including: disproportionally, 
compliance indicators and survey indicators.  Phase 
two is scheduled for release late April and will 
provide information regarding continuous 
improvement planning.  BCHF will provide dates and 
technical assistance regarding all aspects of 
pertaining to special education profiles.  For more 
information, please contact Jerry Nadeau at 
jnadeau@buckeyehope.org or Dr. Carol Young at 
cyoung@buckeyehope.org.

Special education update — continued
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