
Legislative Update 
H.B. 318 as of Dec. 11, 2017  

House Bill 318 defines the role of school resource officers (SROs) and establishes 
training requirements for those new to the position. 

Inspired by the 2012 Chardon High School shooting, the legislation provides 
guidelines for schools hiring school resource officers, who are typically peace officers 
employed by municipal corporations, townships or other political subdivisions. 

The legislation would make the following changes to Ohio law: 

Clarify the definition of school resource officer 

• Require new school resource officers to complete a 
peace officer training program approved by the Ohio 
Peace Officer Training Commission 

• Require individuals to complete at least 40 hours of 
SRO training through either the National or Ohio 
Association for School Resource Officers or another 
certified training program that includes instruction 
regarding skills, tactics and strategies to address: school 
campuses; school building security needs and 
characteristics; the nuances of working with students; 
the mechanics of being a positive role model for youth; 
and more. 

Coach Tim Armelli (who was present the day of the tragic shooting at Chardin High 
School) gave testimony that included these remarks: “Throughout Ohio there 
currently exist confusion and inconsistency in the term and training of school 
resource officers. Local school officials can use the term ‘school resource officer’ as 
they see fit. They can determine what training, if any, a school resource officer needs. 
We need to set a standard by which the people in our buildings, with the task of 
protecting our children’s lives, are held to a high standard of moral, ethical, and legal 
responsibility.” 

The bill would permit school resource officers to: 

• Provide services related to a school’s comprehensive emergency management plan, 
and require them to consult with local law enforcement and first responders 
during development. 

• Make arrests, conduct searches and seizures, carry a firearm, and exercise other 
police powers in accordance with the standards and requirements applicable to all 
Ohio peace officers. 

It would also require SROs to arrest and detain -- until a warrant can be obtained -- a 
person found violating a state law, municipal ordinance, or township resolution. 


