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OUR  MISSION 

The mission of the Education 
Division of Buckeye 
Community Hope Foundation 
is to establish strong public 
community schools by 
adhering to quality 
authorizing practices, ensuring 
responsible oversight, and 
setting high standards for 
school performance. 

OUR  VISION 

The Education Division’s vision 
is strong communities of 
healthy, well-educated 
students, and a future in which 
all students have access to a 
high quality public education. 
Ohio thrives as increasing 
numbers of schools graduate 
students equipped to assume 
a positive role in society.

Legislature passes COVID response bill
The Ohio House and Senate have passed legislation (H.B. 404) 
granting public schools and other entities flexibility against the 
backdrop of the COVID pandemic.  Key provisions of the bill 
include:

✦ Extending until July 1, 2021, the temporary authorization for 
members of public bodies (including school boards) to hold and 
attend meetings or hearings via electronic technology

✦ Extending to July 1, 2021 the director of Agriculture’s temporary 
authority to exempt a school or entity from regulation as a food 
processing establishment if it has been issued a food service 
operation license and is transporting food only for purposes of the 
Seamless Summer Option Program or the Summer Food Service 
Program administered by the U.S.D.A.

✦ Extending from December 1, 2020 until July 1, 2021, the temporary 
law allowing a license that would otherwise expire on or before 
April 1, 2021, to remain valid until July 1, 2021

✦ Extending the Chancellor of Higher Education’s authority to 
extend, waive or modify requirements of the College Credit Plus 
Program to the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 school years

✦ Extending to the 2021-2022 school year a prohibition against using 
value-added and other student data in teacher, principal and school 
counselor performance evaluations

✦ Defining “qualifying students” as: those who are being quarantined; 
those who are or whose family members are medically compromised 
and cannot be physically present for testing; those who reside in 
areas that are subject to stay-at-home orders; and those receiving 
instruction primarily through a remote learning model up through 
the deadline for the assessments that cannot be administered 
remotely

Continued on pg. 2
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COVID bill — continued

✦ Specifying that schools may not be penalized for failing to 
administer to a “qualifying student” in the fall of 2020 the 
kindergarten readiness assessment, any diagnostic assessments, or 
the third-grade English language arts assessment

✦ Specifying that schools may not be penalized for failing to conduct 
health screenings for a “qualifying student” in kindergarten or first 
grade prior to November 1, 2020

✦ Permitting charter schools to accept responsibility to provide or 
arrange for transportation of its students in accordance with 
continuing law for the 2020-2021 school year by December 31, 2020

House Bill 404 became effective November 23 when signed into law 
by Gov. Mike DeWine.

House, Senate consider school funding proposal
As previously reported, bipartisan legislation has been introduced in 
the Ohio House (H.B. 305) and a companion bill in the Senate (S.B. 
376) to overhaul the state’s approach to funding K-12 public schools.

Members of the House Finance 
Committee raised concerns 
regarding the substitute version of 
the bill, which is a priority for House 
Speaker Robert Cupp (R-Lima).  
Representatives Cupp and John 
Patterson (D-Jefferson), co-
sponsored H.B. 305.  Both 
Republican and Democrat 
representatives continue to 
question whether the proposed plan 
provides adequate resources to 
Ohio’s poorest districts.

Meanwhile, the Senate Finance Committee began its deliberations of 
S.B. 376 – identical to Sub. H.B. 305 – sponsored by Senate Education 
Chair Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) and Senator Vernon Sykes (D-
Akron).  One committee member has seemingly suggested that the 
funding plan should reward district and school operational efficiency 
or positive student academic outcomes.  Questions were raised 
regarding whether the proposed plan provides adequate resources to 
support the needs of disabled students, English learners and other 
special populations.

The bills also propose the creation of a K-12 funding oversight 
committee that would help ensure that funding remains adequate for 
years to come.

BEST  
WISHES 
FOR  A  
SAFE & 
HAPPY  
HOLIDAY  
SEASON

From the 
Buckeye 
Community 
Hope 
Foundation 
Education 
Division Team
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Children’s Hunger Alliance supports BCHF-
sponsored schools
More than 500,000 -- one in five kids -- in Ohio are unsure where 
their next meal is coming from.  

Fortunately for those half-million-plus kids, Children’s Hunger 
Alliance (CHA) exists.  Founded in 1970, the statewide nonprofit 
organization is dedicated to ensuring that children without access 
receive healthy food, nutrition education and physical activity.  
Headquartered in Columbus with offices in Cleveland, Toledo and 
Cincinnati, CHA partners with organizations – including schools -- 
throughout the state to provide nutritious meals to at-risk children 
who need them most.

Before serving as 
a consultant to 
CHA, Charles 
Kozlesky was the 
senior vice 
president of 
School and 
Summer Nutrition for the nonprofit for 13 years.  Prior to that, he 
was a teacher, principal and Ohio Department of Education 
employee.  Through his work, Kozlesy has known Buckeye 
Community Hope Foundation’s (BCHF) Peggy Young and Jennifer 
Schorr for more than a decade.  So, when he made outreach to Ohio’s 
charter school community a priority it made perfect sense for him to 
connect with them to explore how CHA could support BCHF-
sponsored schools.  A review of schools in BCHF’s portfolio revealed 
that some were not participating in school breakfast and lunch 
programs despite the fact that they served significant numbers of 
economically disadvantaged students.

Among the first schools Kozlesky reached out to were Bennett 
Venture Academy, a K-8 school located in Toledo, and Hamilton 
County Mathematics and Science Academy, a K-8 school located in 
Cincinnati.  Both were open to working with Kozlesky and 
partnering with CHA to better meet their students’ needs.

“We share a common goal of creating the right conditions for 
learning by addressing hunger,” Kozleski said.  “It’s not a one-size-
fits-all solution -- we work closely with our partner schools to 
develop and implement different strategies to best meet their 
students’ needs.  And our services are 100 percent free!”

Even schools with breakfast and lunch programs already in place have 
benefited from assistance provided by CHA as COVID-19 has 
impacted every aspect – including food services – of school 
operations.  

Continued on pg. 4

JOIN  CLEVELAND  
BROWNS  PLAY  60  
FITNESS  
CHALLENGE

Create excitement while 
encouraging students to get 
physically active for at least 60 
minutes a day by signing up 
for the free Cleveland Browns 
Play 60 Fitness Challenge. 

Students can participate in the 
four-week fitness challenge 
during in-person or online 
classes beginning November 
30.   

The top three classes will 
receive Play 60 fitness 
equipment, and winning 
teachers will receive a custom 
Cleveland Browns jersey.  
Individual participation 
winners will be chosen each 
week from those who post on 
social media and tag 
@BrownsYouthFB, @FUTP60, 
@BrownsGiveBack and 
@UHhospitals. 

Learn more online at: 
http://education.ohio.gov/
Media/Ed-Connection/
Nov-23-2020/Join-the-
Cleveland-Browns-Play-60-
Fitness-Challeng 
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Children’s Hunger Alliance — continued

Horizon Science Academy (HSA) Lorain recently applied for a grant 
through No Kid Hungry, a CHA supporting organization, and will 
receive $15,000 in funding to support the school’s food services 
program during the pandemic.

“The criteria for eligibility are simple,” said HSA Lorain’s Assistant 
Principal Jayson Bendik.  “Schools’ students must all be eligible for 
free and reduced-price lunch and have developed remote, in-person 
and hybrid food delivery plans.  The grant application process was 
easy.”

HSA Lorain will use the grant 
funding to purchase equipment to 
support a mobile cafeteria that safely 
serves students against the backdrop 
of the COVID pandemic, including 
a mobile warmer to move food from 
classroom to classroom, grab and go 
carts to transport food from the 
kitchen, electronic scanning 
equipment, trash cans, and monitors 
featuring menus and nutritional 
information.

When students return to the building – hopefully in January – those 
in kindergarten through fifth grade will eat in their classrooms in 
cohorts.

The school’s new food service vendor, Aramark, recognizes the 
importance of serving healthy foods that kids like, surveying students 
to improve menu offerings.

“We think it’s important to educate students about the food they’re 
eating,” Bendik said.  “They will only care about nutrition if we can 
show them how it connects to their lives … how food choices help 
with energy, brain connectivity and overall health.”

Children’s Hunger Alliance is eager to continue its partnership with 
BCHF and its sponsored schools.  Kozlesky has met with BCHF’s 
regional representatives who over time are introducing them to 
school leaders.  Schools that haven’t yet met Kozlesky and are eager 
to do so may reach him through their regional representatives or 
contact him directly at ckozlesk@columbus.rr.com or 614-325-2596.

BCHF is proud to partner with Children’s Hunger Alliance and 
encourages those interested in learning more about the organization 
or making a donation in support of its mission to visit the CHA 
website at: 
https://childrenshungeralliance.org/about-childrens-hunger-alliance/

INFOhio  ONLINE  
CLASSES  
APPROVED  FOR  
STEP  UP  TO  
QUALITY

INFOhio offers free, online 
classes on how to use 
technology and digital 
resources in teaching and 
learning and with families.  Now, 
early educators seeking Step Up 
To Quality training opportunities 
can register for four classes to 
earn Ohio-approved credits: 

✦ BookFlix from INFOhio – learn 
how to navigate this eBook 
platform and integrate pairs of 
fiction and nonfiction titles 
into classroom instruction 

✦ World Book Early Learning 
from INFOhio – learn how to 
navigate World Book Early 
Learning and integrate its 
content into instruction 

✦ INFOhio Using Technology 
with Early Learners – learn 
about research-based 
strategies and practices to 
safely use digital media for 
learning 

✦ INFOhio Early Learning Portal 
– an introduction to the 
collection of more than 50 
freely available websites and 
applications aligned with the 
Ohio Early Learning and 
Development Standards 

Learn more online at: 
http://education.ohio.gov/
Media/Ed-Connection/
Nov-16-2020/INFOhio-online-
classes-are-Ohio-approved-for-
Step 
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Grant improves safety, quality of education
Having worked for traditional district public schools, Horizon 
Science Academy Dayton High School (HSADHS) Principal Renaldo 
O’Neal is keenly aware of the funding gap charter schools face.  
That’s why he is always on the lookout for funding sources that allow 
him to better meet student needs, and why he jumped on the 
opportunity to tap into federal CARES Act dollars awarded to 
Montgomery County.

“I checked out the grant and was 
happy to find opportunities for 
education funding,” O’Neal said.  
“Schools serving students in 
designated Montgomery County ZIP 
codes were eligible for funding to 
support technology, health and 
wellness, and personal protection 
equipment – all of which were areas 
of need at our school.”

HSADHS began the new school year 
100 percent remote, transitioning to hybrid the third full week of 
October.  About 40 percent of students – split into two groups for 
scheduling purposes – have returned to the building for in-person 
classes two days a week.  

Parents face a difficult choice in balancing the need for safety with 
the clear benefits of classroom instruction – a decision made easier 
thanks to the resources the school was able to purchase with the 
$500,000 it was awarded by Montgomery County.  

“The grant allowed for the purchase of a new Chromebook for every 
student and MacBooks for every teacher,” O’Neal said.  “It also 
allowed us to implement strong safety protocols -- from the basics of 
desk shields, masks and gloves, to sanitation equipment and stations 
to check the temperature of every person entering the building.  It 
makes for a much safer environment for students, staff and their 
families.”

Expenditures related to curriculum and professional development 
were also eligible for the grant funding, which allowed for support of 
the school’s academic, as well as safety, priorities.  

HSADHS students who have opted for the hybrid learning 
experience have been split into two groups: one in classrooms on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, and the other on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
The week ends with a thorough cleaning of the building.

Continued on pg. 6

OHIO  LAUNCHES  
WHOLE  CHILD  
FRAMEWORK

Ohio’s strategic plan for 
education, Each Child, Our 
Future, calls for a whole child 
approach to education that 
goes beyond academics to 
ensure students are healthy, 
safe, engaged, supported and 
challenged.  Ohio’s Whole 
Child Framework is a blueprint 
to meet students’ social-
emotional, physical and safety 
needs, which are foundational 
to a child’s intellectual and 
social development and 
necessary for students to fully 
engage in learning and school. 

The framework gives school 
leaders, educators and 
community partners a 
collaborative model to deliver 
wraparound services and 
supports that reach all 
students.  Together, schools, 
families and communities can 
use Ohio’s Whole Child 
Framework to transform 
education and fulfill Ohio’s 
vision for all students to be 
challenged to discover and 
learn. 

Access the framework online 
at: 
http://education.ohio.gov/
Media/Ed-Connection/
Oct-26-2020/Ohio-launches-
Whole-Child-Framework
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Grant — continued

The new safety protocols make the building safer for all students – 
both remote and hybrid learners – who are able to visit the school for 
in-person tutoring throughout the week.  Students have access to 
computers in the building so they are instructed to leave their 
Chromebooks at home as an additional measure aimed at reducing 
the potential spread of COVID.  

Students’ parents were asked to purchase insurance to cover the cost 
of any needed equipment repairs and hotspots at a combined cost of 
$30.  

“It’s important that our students feel safe and that they’re getting a 
great education,” O’Neal said.  “We’re fortunate that the grant 
funding we received supported both of those priorities.” 

O’Neal hopes the number of students receiving classroom instruction 
through the hybrid model will increase in January and has a plan to 
return to “normal” in person classes five days a week ready to 
implement when circumstances allow.  Regardless of whether staff 
and students are in the building on a limited or regular basis, O’Neal 
is glad they’ll be safe and comfortable thanks to the safety and 
academic resources funded by the grant.

Congrats in order for PBIS Bronze Award
Congratulations to Horizon Science Academy Columbus Middle 
School (HSACMS) which has been honored by the Ohio Department 
of Education (ODE) and Ohio PBIS Network as a Bronze Award 
winner for its Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
plan.

PBIS – a framework that 
guides school teams in the 
selection, integration and 
implementation of evidence-
based practices for improving 
academic, social and behavior 
outcomes for all students – is 
nothing new at HSACMS.  
But for the first time,  
Principal Hasan Akkaya 
decided to apply for an award, 
making the school eligible to 
earn Bronze-level recognition.

Making PBIS a schoolwide priority, Akkaya assigned a group of seven 
teachers to lead the school’s enhanced PBIS initiative.  They

Continued on pg. 7

STUDENT  
RESTRAINT,  
SECLUSION  RULES  
APPROVED

Last month, the State Board of 
Education voted to approve 
revised administrative rules on 
student restraint and seclusion 
at K-12 public schools.     

Under the revised rules, school 
officials would be required to 
meet with parents following a 
third occurrence of a student 
being restrained or secluded 
in the same school year.  The 
package also establishes a 
new complaint process and 
allows for complaints to be 
filed for up to one year after 
the alleged violation.  The 
Ohio Department of Education 
has 90 days to consider all 
relevant factors and authority 
to determine whether a 
violation occurred.   

The rules specify that seclusion 
cannot be used as a substitute 
for education or adequate 
staffing, or to coerce or 
retaliate against a student. 
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SUPREME  COURT:  
SCHOOL 
EMPLOYEES  HAVE  
IMMUNITY

The Ohio Supreme Court has 
overruled an appeals court 
decision that a Toledo Public 
Schools educator and two 
administrators were not 
immune from liability in a case 
of a student allegedly bullied 
by classmates. 

The school employees qualify 
for immunity under Ohio law 
because they “did not act in 
perverse disregard of a known 
risk” with respect to a student 
who was allegedly stabbed in 
the cheek with a pencil by 
another student, according to 
the decision. 

“Just the opposite of a 
conscious disregard or 
indifference appears here,” 
wrote Justice Patrick Fischer.  
“Appellants present facts 
indicating that they took steps 
to address the reports of 
bullying.”

PBIS Bronze — continued

participated in a series of trainings, then observed the teaching staff 
and offered helpful feedback.  The building-wide focus is on 
teaching students to act responsibly through a system that allows 
them to earn incentives for positive behaviors.

“It takes time to develop and implement an award-winning PBIS 
plan, but it’s worth it,” Akkaya said.  “It’s important that students 
understand what’s expected of them and that they learn the 
importance of good citizenship.”

ODE and the Ohio PBIS 
Network identify schools that 
exemplify best practices in the 
implementation of PBIS.  
Award-winning schools have 
easily identifiable 
characteristics and are 
consistent in their methods of: 
maintaining organized team-
based planning; maintaining 
high levels of administrative 
involvement and support; and, 
systematically collecting, 
reviewing and applying data 
using a problem-solving 
process.  

Since 2015, award winners have shared their best practices with 
others at the PBIS Showcase conference.  But like nearly every 
aspect of life during a pandemic, this year’s annual event will be 
different as it will be held virtually and co-hosted by the Ohio 
Leadership Advisory Council (OLAC).  The 2020 event theme is 
Leading & Learning Together and features three strands: leading, 
learning and connecting in remote learning environments; 
supporting the whole child, including students’ social-emotional 
well-being; and, ensuring equitable learning opportunities.

Akkaya and his team are looking forward to the event and are eager 
to begin working toward earning a Silver Award next year.

Live as if you were to die tomorrow.  
Learn as if you were to live forever.   

   — Mahatma Gandhi
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IMAGINATION  
LIBRARY  PROGRAM  
EXPANDS  
STATEWIDE

Ohio First Lady Fran DeWine 
recently announced that the 
Ohio Governor’s Imagination 
Library Program is now available 
to kids in all 88 counties.  From 
birth to age five, children who 
enroll will receive a free book in 
the mail every month. 

The Ohio Governor’s 
Imagination Library Program 
partnered with the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library in 2019 to 
expand statewide.  State 
lawmakers provided $5 million 
in funding to match county 
funds so the books can be 
provided at no cost to Ohio 
families.  Nonprofit 
organizations in each county 
administer the program. 

A child enrolled in the program 
at birth can receive up to 60 
books by the time he or she 
turns five years old. 

Learn more online at: 
https://
ohioimaginationlibrary.org/ 

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS  

Give yourself the “gift” of opportunity for collegial interaction and 
new information this season.  Buckeye Community Hope 
Foundation’s (BCHF) professional development sessions are easy 
to unwrap and offered virtually via Zoom or, in the case of online 
sessions, Moodle. Most are at the end of the school day and all are 
designed to inspire and support you.  

DEEPER DISCUSSIONS – December 2, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Learn about methods and research behind creating deeper 
discussions and thus deeper thinking with students.  The session 
will cover the use of protocols, the way teacher language must 
shift to encourage discussion, assess discussions and conduct 
discussion in a digital world through blogs. 
Register online at: 
https://deeperdiscussions.eventarc.net/e/44375

SPECIAL EDUCATION UPDATE #3 – December 3, 
3 to 5:30 p.m.
Kara Waldron from the Ohio Department of Education’s Office 
for Exceptional Children will participate in this update session.  
She will discuss the Special Education Profiles soon to be released 
and will focus on analysis of new disproportionality measures.  
The remainder of the session will be devoted to other updates and 
to results of recent special education reviews.
Register online at: 
https://spedupdate3.eventarc.net/e/44376

NEW TEACHERS’ NETWORK #3 – December 8, 
4 to 5:30 p.m.
This is the third seminar in a series that walks a new teacher 
through the “minefields” of the first few years of teaching.  Topics 
include: classroom management; lesson planning and delivery; 
teacher evaluations; testing; special education; and other “hot 
topics” in education.  Attend any or all sessions; register for each 
seminar in the series individually.  Come for supportive 
conversation, or even for a refresher! 
Register online at: 
https://newteachers3.eventarc.net/e/44377

NEW! DIFFERENTIATION IN REMOTE LEARNING 
– December 9, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
This workshop is an addition to BCHF’s professional 
development catalog in response to requests for more specific 
strategies for remote learning.  Join this session as teacher and 
guest presenter Amy Mohr explains her use of tools such as 

Continued on pg. 9
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RESOURCE  
SPOTLIGHT

Attendance Works has 
updated a number of 
resources to reflect teaching 
and learning during the 
COVID pandemic.   

New Family Handouts for 
elementary and secondary 
(middle and high school) 
families help send the 
message that attendance 
matters regardless of whether 
school is in-person, online or a 
blend.  Access the handouts 
online at: 
https://
www.attendanceworks.org/
resources/handouts-for-
families/ 

Student Attendance Success 
Plans are designed to help 
parents track their children’s 
attendance and work with 
teachers to set appropriate 
goals.  Access the plans for 
elementary families and 
secondary students online at: 
https://
www.attendanceworks.org/
resources/student-attendance-
success-plans/ 

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS —continued 

DIFFERENTIATION IN REMOTE LEARNING  — 
continued 
Freckle and ReadWorks for differentiation of remote instruction.  
The seminar will also feature hints for maintaining "balance" as an 
online teacher! 
Register online at: 
https://remotedifferentiation.eventarc.net/e/44810

STUDENT VOICE BOOK SERIES Meeting #2 – 
December 10, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Secondary students and teachers collaborate in a combination 
book talk/writing challenge with books that focus on the 
important conversations in our country regarding equity and race.  
The sessions will take place virtually and will include guidance on 
the writing challenge focusing on one of the book choices, as well 
as discussions and conversations about the books.  Students may 
only participate with their teachers. 
Register online at: 
https://studentvoice2.eventarc.net/e/44378

STUDENT VOICE BOOK SERIES Meeting #3 –  
January 7, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
This session is the next in a series of combination book talk/
writing challenges for secondary students and teachers.  Books 
that are used will focus on the important conversations in our 
country regarding equity and race.  The sessions will take place 
virtually and will include guidance on the writing challenge 
focusing on one of the book choices, as well as discussions and 
conversations about the books.  Students may only participate 
with their teachers. 
Register online at: 
https://studentvoice3.eventarc.net/e/44396

ENGLISH LEARNER NETWORK Winter Meeting – 
January 14, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
These sessions are open to all who wish to support a diverse 
student population.  Topics were identified from participant 
feedback.  Register for any or all the sessions.  Topics to be 
explored include: culturally relevant teaching and the brain; 
cultures (focus on Somali); and, conferencing with students.  The 
spring session will address: successful grant proposals; teaching 
writing; and, differentiation.
Register online at: 
https://englishlearner2.eventarc.net/e/44397

Continued on pg. 10
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COMPLIANCE  
UPDATE

Trainings needed in the 
month of December 

The following trainings must 
be completed by December 
31.  As always, if you have 
questions, please contact 
your school’s sponsor 
representative.   

✦ Coaches Certification (for 
those who coach OHSAA 
sports) 

✦ Bloodborne Pathogens 
✦ School Safety  
✦ Seclusion and Restraint 

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS —continued 

SPECIAL EDUCATION UPDATE #4 – January 21, 
3 to 5:30 p.m.
This meeting is the next in a series of update sessions on topics in 
special education.  Sessions are a networking opportunity for a 
community of practitioners from BCHF-sponsored schools to 
share in discussion of best practices.  A portion of the update 
session will be new information from the Ohio Department of 
Education’s Office for Exceptional Children or other sources.  
Time will also be devoted to more in-depth discussion of a 
particular topic and to sharing of information among participants.  
An emphasis will be placed this year on high-quality, specially-
designed instruction.
Register online at: 
https://spedupdate4.eventarc.net/e/44401

NEW TEACHERS’ NETWORK #4 – January 26, 
4 to 5:30 p.m.
This is the third seminar in a series that walks a new teacher 
through the “minefields” of the first few years of teaching.  Topics 
include: classroom management; lesson planning and delivery; 
teacher evaluations; testing; special education; and, other “hot 
topics” in education.  Attend any or all sessions; register for each 
seminar in the series individually.  Come for supportive 
conversation, or even for a refresher! 
Register online at: 
https://newteachers4.eventarc.net/e/44402

REACHING ALL CHILDREN THROUGH 
EQUITABLE MEANS – Rescheduled date: January 27, 
4 to 5:30 p.m.
This series explores how the interaction of one’s biases affects 
instruction and learning in the classroom and the ability to build 
supportive relationships with students of color and those who are 
culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD).  The issue of race and 
culturally responsive education is complex and requires multiple 
opportunities to help us grow and develop.  Topics include but are 
not limited to: parent engagement; recognition and reduction of 
prejudice; and, effective, culturally responsive teaching practices.  
School leaders, teachers and others may participate in any or all 
sessions offered.
Register online at: 
https://teachingforequity3.eventarc.net/e/44400
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
The foundation of student success
By Joni Byus, School Improvement Representative

Literacy skills are essential as the foundation for each 
student’s success as a learner.  When students receive 
the necessary skills to develop strong language and 
literacy skills, they may apply the skills toward 
personal success in every area of their lives. 

Just prior to the 2020 pandemic shut down in the 
spring, the Ohio Department of Education released 
“Ohio’s Plan to Raise Literacy Achievement.”  This is a 
51-page document that included many important 
factors that will be present in Ohio’s plan going 
forward.  It is suspected that circumstances have 
necessitated the study of this document to be placed 
on the back burner.  In navigating new circumstances 
and the changes in how instruction is delivered, 
teachers need to keep their focus on what they 
instruct, and why they do it. 

The Why 
The “why” for the plan is spelled out in the document.  
It is not new information, but bears repeating: 

✦ One-fourth of all Ohio children under age six live in 
poverty, and one-half are in families living below 200 
percent of the Federal Poverty Level (Ohio Poverty 
Report, 2017)

✦ Young children represent one of the fastest growing 
segments of Ohio’s homeless population (Ohio 
Housing Finance Authority, Revisiting the Silent 
Crisis, 2018)

✦ The number of children in the custody of Ohio’s 
children services agencies has been rising since 
2010.  More than 15,000 children were in custody in 
2018 and 39 percent of those were under the age of 
five  (Public Children Services Association of Ohio, 
2019)

Those struggles are part of daily life for many 
students.  This information should challenge teachers 
each time they read it.  Teachers have (and have always 
had) the unique position of being on the front-line of 
changing lives.  With so many adjustments to absorb, 
how can teachers do what they’ve always done, when 
everything around them is so different?  Educators 
know the answer to this: focus!  Focus on what can be 
done – instruct; not on what can’t be done – how to 

instruct.  The schools across Buckeye Community 
Hope Foundation’s (BCHF) portfolio have met the 
challenge of focusing on making instruction happen in 
the best manner for students.  This looks different 
depending on location, family needs and facilities.  
Each school is offering what they have determined 
works best for their students.  This is amazing to see 
and hear about.

The What 
The “what” in literacy begins with the same 
foundational skills that are known to be best practice, 
even in “normal” times: 

✦ Phonemic Awareness (PA) -- the ability to hear that 
a spoken word is made up of a series of discrete 
sounds.  PA is divided into five areas: rhyming, 
alliteration, sentence segmenting, syllable blending, 
and segmenting. PA is important in a student’s 
ability to be literate. It:

✦ Allows for greater printed word recognition
✦ Teaches children to identify, understand, and 

manipulate sounds in spoken words
✦ Helps teachers recognize if students will have 

trouble with reading and spelling
✦ The amount that a child is exposed to before 

the start of school is a strong indicator of how 
well that child will read by the end of first 
grade (according to the National Reading 
Panel)

✦ Precursor to teaching phonics

✦ Phonics Instruction -- teaching children that 
specific sounds belong to specific letters and letter 
patterns.  Phonics demonstrates the relationship 
between the sounds of the spoken language 
(phonemes), and the letters or groups of letters 
(graphemes).  Phonics helps children decode words 
by recognizing the sounds that accompany letters 
and letter patterns, increases fluency by helping 
children read more accurately and with ease, helps 
with reaching comprehension, and helps increase 
everyday vocabulary.  The six basic phonics rules for 
Early Literacy learners include: 

Continued on pg. 12
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✦ Closed syllable – single vowel closed by consonants 
on both sides; usually short vowel sound

✦ Open syllable – a single vowel is the final letter of a 
syllable; usually long vowel sound

✦ Silent “e” -- syllable ends in a consonant followed by 
a (silent) e; usually a long vowel

✦ Vowel combination – two vowels occur beside each 
other in a syllable; make one sound; can be a vowel 
digraph or a long vowel sound

✦ Consonant -- “le” at the end of a word; the e serves 
as the required vowel for that syllable; makes the 
schwa sound

✦ R-controlled syllable – vowel is followed by the 
letter “r” — the r controls and changes the vowel 
sound; not a long or short vowel sound

✦ Vocabulary is knowledge of words and their 
meanings.  Vocabulary knowledge increases 
comprehension, which is vital to a child’s ability to 
do well in school.  A greater vocabulary increases a 
child’s ability to read and write with fluency.  
Vocabulary can be increased by learning high-
frequency words, and having students read from a 
wide range of sources – fiction and non-fiction.

✦ Fluency is the ability to effortlessly and correctly 
read, speak and write English. It is the link between 
recognizing words and understanding them.  Fluent 
readers no longer need to decode each word they 
encounter.  They can accurately read a passage of 
text with expression, smoothly and recognizing 
most of the words.  They allow for punctuation, and 

others are able to understand the author’s meaning 
of the text.

✦ Comprehension is the understanding of what you 
are reading -- It is important for success in 
academic and personal learning (all areas of life) and 
becoming a productive member of society.  Being 
able to comprehend aids in obtaining and 
maintaining a job.

✦ Writing is the process of students generating text 
whether on paper or a screen.  It helps to reinforce 
phonemic awareness and phonics instruction for 
younger students, helps with the understanding of 
the kinds of styles of texts that older children read, 
and helps in developing reading comprehension 
skills.

The How 
The “how” is not always going to be within teachers’ 
control.  In the past few months, so much of the 
concern has been on the “how” (necessarily so).  As 
teachers are finding -- or have found their way -- in the 
remote environment, they need to stay focused and 
determine that they will not let the “how” consume 
them losing the emphasis on the “why” and “what.”

As schools are continuing to adjust to a “new normal,” 
the focus must remain the same.  The literacy 
foundational skills are the key to maintaining the why, 
how and what as teachers empower their students 
toward success. 

Foundation — continued
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