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Charters Compare Report Card Results To Urban Districts 

In a perennial comparison of charter school and Ohio 8 district report card grades in student growth, 
the Buckeye Charter School Boards has found its schools are out-performing the largest urban 
schools in the state. 

The report shows 26% of charter schools earned A or B grades for value-added compared to 17% of 
district schools that earned the same scores. 

Charter schools often focus on the value-added measure because it takes into account how much 
progress students made over the course of the year as opposed to test scores. 

"Student growth is the best metric to use in assessing the performance of schools that serve highly 
challenged student populations," BCSB Spokeswoman  Catherine West said. "Many students enroll 
in charter schools two to three years behind in terms of their levels of proficiency. Schools with 
strong value-added performance demonstrate effectiveness in bringing them up to speed." 

According to BCSB research , charter schools out-performed their district counterparts in six of the 
so-called Big 8 districts, including Akron, Canton, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus and, 
Youngstown. 

Steve Dyer, Education Policy Fellow at Innovation Ohio, questioned the comparisons in the report, 
saying that only half of all charter school students come from the Big 8 urban districts. 

"If you're taking kids and money from kids in all districts, your overall performance comparison 
should be with all those districts, not just the lowest performing districts, or the worst performing 
schools in those districts," he wrote in a blog post. 

Like most traditional schools, the state's 276 charter schools received mostly Fs in the achievement 
component that grades student test scores. All types of schools received mixed grades in the other 
five components, but traditional schools overall fared better than in past years. (See Gongwer Ohio 
Report, September 14, 2017) 

This is the first year BCSB has  coordinated the annual comparison report. It was previously 
published by the Ohio Association of Public Charter Schools, which disbanded last year. 
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